
 

 

http://www.oecd.org/edu/thomasjalexanderfellowship.htm 

Edu.fellowships@oecd.org 

 

Results Call for Proposals Spring 2013 

Next Call for Proposals: October 25 to December 20, 2013 

 

John Jerrim 

John’s research interests include the economics of education, access to 

higher education, intergenerational mobility, cross-national comparisons 

and educational inequalities. He has worked extensively with the OECD 

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) data, with this 

research reported widely in the British media. John was the recipient of an 

ESRC Research Scholarship 2006-2010 and awarded the prize as the ‘most 

promising PhD student in the quantitative social sciences’ at the University 

of Southampton. In October 2011 he was awarded a prestigious ESRC post-

doctoral fellowship to continue his research into the educational and labour 

market expectations of adolescents and young adults. Since then he has won the inaugural ESRC Early 

Career Outstanding Impact award and has just received an ESRC grant to study cross-national comparisons 

of educational attainment and social mobility. You can read more about John's work at 

www.johnjerrim.com. 

Abstract 

 It is a much commented upon fact that children from disadvantaged backgrounds are less likely to do well 

at school, go to university and obtain a well-paid, professional job than their more advantaged peers. This 

problem has become a major public policy issue, with governments in several countries attempting to 

tackle such inequality of opportunity. But is this problem related to the unequal distribution of economic 

resources between rich and poor? In other words, do children living in countries with high levels of income 

inequality have particularly low chances of succeeding in later life (in terms of their education, occupation 

and income attainment)?  This project will attempt to answer this important policy question. I will use 

advanced quantitative methods to analyse the widely respected OECD PISA and PIAAC studies. Using 

these data, I will investigate the relationship between family background and later lifetime outcomes for 

over 100,000 individuals from more than 20 industrialized nations, and then compare how life chances 

relate to country level measures of income inequality. Findings are likely to be of interest to a number of 

groups. Academics and educationalists will develop a better understanding of how socio-economic 

inequalities emerge across different countries, while policymakers will have greater insight into the link 

between income inequality and equality of opportunity. 
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William C. Smith 

William C. Smith is a dual-degree doctoral candidate in Education 

Theory and Policy and Comparative International Education at The 

Pennsylvania State University.  He holds masters degrees in 

International Development and Secondary Education and has six years 

of secondary teaching experience.  His research focuses on the role of 

education in international development with particular interests on 

educations indirect effect on society through population health and the 

power of national accountability policy to reconstruct the education-

development relationship.  These efforts will culminate in his 

forthcoming dissertation, The Global Expansion of the Testing Culture; 

Reconstructing Educations Role in International Development.  William 

is the author or co-author on more than 10 publications including chapters entitled Multiple effects of 

education on disease: The intriguing case of HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa and Education and 

inequality: Implications of the World Bank’s Education Strategy 2020.  His recent article, Framing the 

debate over teachers unions, examines the rhetoric around the anti-union movement in the United States 

that has accelerated since the 2010 mid-term elections. The article focuses on issue framing and suggests 

teacher unions rearticulate their public message using child-first language. Find out more about William’s 

work here.  

Abstract: 

National level test-based accountability systems are expanding globally with a goal of ensuring efficiency 

and equity in the delivery of high quality education.  The present study examines the potential 

consequences of this international phenomenon on school structures and student outcomes.  First, this 

study will expand on previous test-based accountability research by classifying the participating countries 

in the 2009 PISA into four categories based on national testing policy: Formative, Summative, Evaluative, 

and Punitive.  Additionally, this study links national testing policy to local school enactment through a 

measure of policy coupling.  Using hierarchical linear modeling, these two unique contributions to the field 

are used to address the following research questions: (1) How is national testing policy related to the 

degree schools incorporate testing into their structures and policies?  (2) Does the incorporation of testing 

into a school structure vary by the school’s economic and/or academic composition? And (3) How does the 

national testing policy and corresponding policy coupling influence student academic outcomes?  Answers 

to these questions will highlight how testing can be effectively used in schools while ensuring equal access 

to high quality education for all student groups. 
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Samuel Greiff (exceptional innovation award) 

Samuel Greiff is research area group leader, principal investigator, and 

ATTRACT-fellow at University of Luxembourg. He holds a PhD in 

cognitive and experimental psychology from the University of Heidelberg 

(passed with distinction) and has studied at Marburg University and 

Heidelberg University, Germany and at the University of Bergen, Norway. 

Dr. Greiff has been awarded several national and international research funds 

by the German Ministry of Education and Research and by the European 

Union, is currently fellow in the Luxembourg research programme of 

excellency, has published articles in national and international scientific 

journals and books, and has an extensive record of conference contributions 

and invited talks. He has been working for several years with applied 

measurement aspects in the context of complex and collaborative problem 

solving and its application in the classroom, at work, and in private life. Currently, he is involved in the 

large-scale assessment of problem solving, collaboration, and life-long learning in various populations and 

leads a team of test developers, research assistants and graduate students totalling in a team of 10 PhD 

students dedicated at increasing the understanding, the measurement, and the application of different 

aspects of problem solving and lifelong learning in educational contexts. Find out more about Samuel’s 

work here.  

Abstract 

Problem solving processes in PISA 2012 and the exploitation of computer-generated log files 

This proposal is directed towards realizing the full potential of process characteristics of problem solving 

behavior captured in log file data. The inclusion of an assessment of problem solving in PISA 2012 led to 

the recording of tremendous amounts of detailed behavioral sequences of students interacting with domain-

general problems, which are now available for analysis. And yet, the exploitation of this resource is still in 

its infancy. To tap into this enormous potential, the proposed project will establish a theoretical and 

empirical foundation for the analysis of process data for student's problem solving behavior by utilizing 

previous work on theory-driven scoring algorithms and Educational Data Mining (EDM). Based on this 

foundation, connections of behavioral measures to outcomes in terms of performance indicators and 

individual and structural level prerequisites will be established. Insights of these analyses in turn, will then 

be transformed into policy implications with regard to future approaches to the assessments of problem 

solving within PISA and in general. While the availability of process data has been one of the most 

prominent advantages of computer-based assessment throughout the years, its benefits within comparative 

education policy research on problem solving will only be realized with the additional efforts proposed in 

this project. 

http://wwwen.uni.lu/recherche/flshase/educational_measurement_and_applied_cognitive_science_emacs/computer_based_assessment/people/samuel_greiff

